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What is the Physical Education Index? 

Since 1970 CSA Physical Education Index has been covering this vast collection of material. Records are indexed and classified from 
peer-reviewed journals, report literature, conference proceedings, trade magazines, patents, articles from the popular press, and many 
other publications. Beginning in January 2001, enhancements to the database include the addition of abstracts, e-mail addresses, 
expanded publisher and author information, and other data to facilitate access to the fulltext (August 2007). 

How do I access the Physical Education Index? 

 
1. Go to the homepage of the WSC Library at 

 http://academic.wsc.edu/ conn_library/ and select “See full 
database list” under “Find Journal Articles.”  
 

2. Scroll to the direct link to the database. 
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How do I perform a basic search in the Physical Education Index? 
 
See the Using CSA Databases tutorial for basic searching techniques. 

 
How do I perform more advanced searches in the  
Physical Education Index? 
 
Start by selecting the Advanced Search tab.  From this tab, you can 
perform field-specific searches (e.g., author, title, keyword) using the pull-
down menus.  In addition, you can limit searches by database, publication 
type and date, and even specify the presentation of results. 

You can also construct Boolean queries (i.e., 
AND, OR, NOT). 

�  AND - Narrow search and retrieve 
records containing all of the words.   
(i.e. basketball and coaches) 

�  OR- Broaden search and retrieve 
records containing any of the words. 
(i.e. basketball or coaches) 

�  NOT - Narrow search and retrieve 
records that do not contain the term 
following it. 
(i.e. basketball not coaches) 
 

Searching is not case sensitive, so you don't 
need to use capital letters.  If you enter 
multiple words into one search box (e.g., 
health nutrition) they will be searched for as a 
phrase.  
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You can also use proximity searches to limit the number of words between your search terms: 
�  WITHIN "X" - Find words within a specified radius,  e.g., carbon within 3 fiber retrieves records that contain carbon and 

fiber in any order and within a three word radius of one other. Any number may be used to determine the proximity radius. 
�  NEAR - Find words within 10 words of each other, e.g., (women near violence) retrieves records that contain women and 

violence in any order and within a 10 word radius of one other. Note: near is the same as within 10. 
�  BEFORE - Finds words in a relative order, e.g., social before security. Note: adjacency is not implied. 
�  AFTER - Finds words that contain words in the relative order specified with the after expression, e.g., scope after science. 

Note: adjacency is not implied. 

Wildcard symbols can expand the scope of your search: 

�  * (asterisks) - Truncation. This expands a search term to include all forms of a root word, e.g., patent* retrieves patent, 
patents, patentable, patented, etc. 

�  * (asterisks) - Multi-character wildcard for finding alternative sp ellings. Use to indicate an unlimited number of characters 
within a word, e.g., behavi*r  retrieves behaviour or behavior. 

�  ? (question mark) - Single-character wildcard for finding alternative spellings. The ? represents a single character; two ?? 
represent two characters; three ??? represent three characters, and so on. Use within or at the end of a word, e.g., wom?n finds 
woman as well as women, and carbon fib?? finds carbon fiber or carbon fibre. 

 
 
How do I view previous results and combine them with new searches? 
 
See the Using CSA Databases tutorial for details on using the History/Combine Searches tab. 
 
 
 
 
What if I need help with a topic or I’m not sure what keywords to use? 
 
See the Using CSA Databases tutorial for details on using the Thesaurus. 
 
. 
 
 



Using the Physical Education Index 5 

 How do I find a list of keywords to use for other fields? 
 

The Physical Education Index has an index of terms for  
Authors, Journal Names, and Publication Types.   
 

1. Select Search Tools. 
2. Then select Indexes. 
3. Choose the Index type.  
4. Enter a term in the Search box or leave it blank  

to get an alphabetical list. 


