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 What is Classical Music Online? 

Classical Music Library is the world's largest multi-label database of Classical music recordings for listening and learning in libraries. 
Coverage of repertoire is increasing as new labels are added, with a particular focus on content that meets the needs of educators and 
students. Never before have institutions been able to offer library users such ease of access to our recorded heritage - both recordings 
of the past, and new releases. 

The award-winning Classical Music Library's growing collection of 50,000-plus tracks for listening and searching is supplemented by 
extensive reference materials and backed by a powerful suite of tools designed to support learning. 

  

How do I access  
Classical Music Online? 

1. Go to the homepage of the WSC Library at 
 http://academic.wsc.edu/ conn_library/ and 
select “See full database list” under “Find 
Journal Articles.”  
 

2. Scroll to the direct link to the database. 
 
 
 
 

Note: Only 6 concurrent users 
are allowed at any time. Be 
judicious when using this 
service. 
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How do I perform a basic search in Classical Music Online? 
 
Enter a search term into the search box at the top right of every page.  
Your term can be part of a title, an artist's name, or even an instrument. When you click Go, every word you enter is searched against 
all fields in the database of compositions and recordings.  

 
How do I browse in Classical Music Online? 

You can browse for music tracks using several different categories found in the left-hand column of the 
Home, Search and Playlists screens. 

·  When browsing, tracks are returned in alphabetical order (Special characters, numbers, A-Z)  
·  Once you have entered a category, you can refine your selection by choosing one of the  

sub-categories offered.  
·  You can continue to refine (narrow) a search until there are no more sub-categories available.  
·  Clicking on another category on the left hand menu will start a new browse.  
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How do I perform more advanced searches in Classical Music Online? 
 

1. Select the Search tab. 
 

2. Choose from a combination of different fields 
to narrow your search: Keyword, Work/Track 
Title, Genre, Instrument, Period, Work/Opus 
Number, Key, Composer, Soloist, Ensemble, 
Conductor, and Label.  
 
There are currently four search boxes 
available, but you can add as many fields as 
you need. 
 
You can also use the Select from list feature 
for assistance in entering search terms. 
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3. Indicate if you would like to enable automatic spell checking. 
 

4. Indicate Boolean type: 
�  AND  - results will match ALL of the search terms – You will see only EXACT match results 
�  OR  - results will match ANY of the search terms – You will see EXACT or PARTIAL match results  

 
5. Indicate if you want group movements from the same work together. 

�  Group Works:  movements of a single work that match your search terms will be grouped together alongside the 
movement with the highest relevance to the search terms. 

�  Show Individual Movements: movements will be returned in the order of their relevance to your search terms. 
Movements of the same work will only be grouped together where they have equal relevance. 
 

6. Select Submit Query. 
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How can I narrow my search results? 

Once you have your results there are two ways in which you can 
narrow down the result set: 

·  Narrow your 'search' using the drop-down filters at the 
top of the page. These allow you to narrow the result set 
by selecting from pre-defined categories such as Genres 
or Instruments, or by A-Z lists such as Artist. The most 
relevant filters to your search appear in the handy drop-
down boxes, with the exhaustive options accessible by 
hitting the 'More' button.  

·  'Search within' your results, using the search form at the 
bottom of the page.  

Search results are arranged in order or relevance to your search 
terms. The most relevant result will be first. 

You can also go back and change a narrowed feature by using 
the drop-down filters at the top. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

From: http://external.wsc.classical.com/help/searching_help.php?id=940 
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What should I know about search results? 
 
Search results are arranged in order of relevance to your search terms. The most relevant result will be first. 
 
Results that are relevant to all of your search terms are called 'Exact Matches'. These results will be displayed in alphabetical order 
by track title (Special characters, numbers, A-Z).  
 
Following the 'Exact Matches', results that are only relevant to some of your search terms, called 'Partial Matches' will be displayed, 
again in alphabetical order by track title.   
 
 
 
 
What should I know about the citation? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Composer 

Name of Work 

Tracks 

Artist (Instrument) 

Timing of 
Track Play  

Track 

Detailed 
Information 

Purchase 
Download 

Add to 
Playlist 

Play the Entire 
Work – all tracks 

Add the Entire 
Work to Playlist 

cks 

View static URLs 
for the work/tracks 

View metadata on 
the work 

You can play a track or work for free.  However, if you 
would like to download the track or work to your computer 
for personal use, you will be required to pay a small fee. 
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Music Player –          Work Metadata 
Allows you to play an entire track or work for FREE.     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Static URL List 
 
Information Screen 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Purchase Download – Allows you to purchase a personal copy of a track of work 
The first time you try to purchase a download, you will need to register and login. 
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How do I view detailed information about a work, its track, recording, performers, and composer? 
 
Select the Information Icon next to a track to display the recording details. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Great Resources!!! 



Classical Music Online 11 

How do I use playlists? 

A playlist is a selection of tracks that are grouped together with a title similar to albums or CDs.  You can create your own playlists, in 
addition to ones that have already been premade. Any playlists you create are saved in My Playlists. You can access them whenever 
you log in to your personal account. 

1. Select Add to Playlist next to a track you want to add. 
2. Then either create a new playlist for the track or select a current playlist. 
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You can access your playlists or themed playlists from the Tools menu or the Playlist Folders tab.  
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What reference materials are available in Classical 
Music Online? 
 
Classical Music Online also provides reference materials on the 
Reference tab.  These include: 

�  Biographies on composers 
�  Images sorted by composer 
�  Discovering Music concerts by theme 
�  Glossary of musical terms 
�  Historical Periods in music  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Biography 

Images 
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