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What is the American Chemical Society? 

The American Chemical Society is the leading publisher of peer-reviewed research journals in the chemical and related sciences, 
serving scientific communities worldwide through an unparalleled commitment to quality, reliability, and innovation (August 2007).  
Wayne State College has purchased the rights to view the full-text versions of all articles. 

 
 

How do I access the American Chemical 
Society Publications database? 

1. Go to the homepage of the WSC Library at 
 http://academic.wsc.edu/ conn_library/ and 
select “See full database list” under “Find 
Journal Articles.”  
 

2. Scroll to the direct link to the database. 
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What should I know about the entry page for the American Chemical Society Publications database? 

Pictured here is the entry page to the journal database. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Major divisions of the ACS 
website: 

�  ACS – American Chemical 
Society 

�  Journals – ACS 
Publications  

�  C&EN – Chemical & 
Engineering News 

�  CAS – Division of ACS 

Key Links to Publications and 
Journals: 

�  Publications – links to 
sections on the currently 
viewed page 

�  ACS Journals A-Z – switch 
between the alphabetical list 
and the subject area list 

�  Journal Features – view 
sample issues and cover art 

Article Quick Search 

Major sections of ACS Publications 
(ie Journals): 

�  ACS Publications Home 
�  About Us 
�  Journals A-Z 
�  Advanced Article Search 
�  Email Alerts & RSS Feeds 
�  Help Center 
�  Cart – For purchases 



American Chemical Society Publications 4 

How do I perform a basic search in the American Chemical Society Publications database? 
 
At the top of the screen is the Article Quick Search.  The 
search box from main entry page to the database allows you to 
search all ASC Journals.  When you enter a journal, you are 
given an additional option to search only that journal or all 
ACS Journals. 
 
1. Select the type of keyword search you would like to do: 

Author, Title, Abstract, Title or Abstract, Anywhere in 
Article, or Digital Object Identifier. 
 

2. Enter a keyword or keyword search phrase 
 
AND - Requires all of the specified search terms to be present. Functions as "Match All."  
Example: global warming and pollution 
 
OR - Allows any of the specified search terms to be present. Functions as "Match Any." 
Example: global warming or pollution 
  
NOT - Requires that a specified search term not be present. Functions as "Exclude." 
Example: global warming not pollution 
 

3. Select Search.  
 

4. The results of your search will display.  They 
default to sorting by relevance with 10 results per 
page.  You can change to sort by date or journal 
name.  You can also choose to show more results 
per page.  
 

5. To narrow your results, type additional search 
phrases into the Search Within Results blank and 
select Search.  It will search for items from your 
current result list that also match your new search. 
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How do I perform more advanced searches in the American Chemical Society Publications database? 

1. Advanced searches can be completed by 
selecting the Advanced Article Searching tab.  
 

2. If you know a specific journal article that you 
need, use the Citation Finder to select a journal 
name and enter the volume and/or first page 
number of the article.  
 
You can also enter the Digital Object Identifier 
(DOI) that has been assigned to the article.  The 
DOI appears in the article’s citation, at the top 
of the HTML version of an article, and at the 
bottom of the first page in its PDF version. 
 

3. To perform a search start by entering keywords 
or keyword phrases into the Basic Search area.  
Each of the search lines allows you to choose 
from searching by Title, Author, Abstract, Title 
or Abstract, or Anywhere in Article. 
 

4. You can then specify one or more journals. To 
select multiple items, hold control + click (PC) 
or command + click (Mac). To deselect an item, 
repeat these commands while clicking the item. 
  

5. You can then choose if you want to view ASAP 
Articles (articles not yet available in print), the 
current issue, archives, or all. 
 
You can also limit the search to a particular 
Date Range. 
 

6. Then select your display options and select 
Search. 

Note: To search C&EN Online – select the Search C&EN Online link near the  
           top of the screen. 



American Chemical Society Publications 6 

How do I use the alphabetical publication list? 

The alphabetical publication list provides in alphabetical order: 
1. Peer-reviewed journals 
2. Magazines 
3. Community websites 
4. Books 
5. Supplements  

ACS division journals. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If you browse away from this screen, use the  
Journals A-Z tab to return. 
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How do I use the subject area  
publication list? 

The subject area publication list provides only  
peer-reviewed journals in subject order: 

1. Argiculture 
2. Biochemical Research Methods 
3. Biochemistry, Molecular Biology 
4. Biotechnology, Applied Microbiology 
5. Supplements  
6. Chemistry, Analytical 
7. Chemistry, Applied 
8. Chemistry, Inorganic and Nuclear 
9. Chemistry, Multidisciplinary 
10. Chemistry, Organic 
11. Chemistry, Physical 
12. Computer Science, Info Systems 
13. Computer Science, Interdisciplinary Apps 
14. Crystallography 
15. Energy and Fules 
16. Enginerring, Chemical 
17. Engineering, Environmental 
18. Environmental Sciences 
19. Materials Science 
20. Nanoscience & Nanotechnology 
21. Pharacology & Pharmacy 
22. Polymer Science 

Toxicology 
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How do I view items in a particular journal? 
 
The Advanced Serach screen allows you to search for artilces in  
particular journals. However, you can also access them directly  
for articles and other supplemental information. 
 
Journals in ACS can vary slightly in layout and content.  
This will detail how to access articles through the standard  
interface. 

1. Select the title of the journal from either the alphabetical 
list or the subject area list. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. When you access a journal from the standard interface, 
the ASAP articles (ones publihed online before print is 
available) for the journal will be listed.   
 

3. To view information about the current cover and its 
related article, click on the journal image.  Access to 
previous covers is available through the Cover Catalog 
link.  
 

4. The most current issue is available thorough the  
Current Issue link.  
 

5. Additional issues are available by using the Browse  
by Issue box to select decade, volume, and issue number. 
 

6. Once an issue has been selected, the screen  
will display the Table of Contents for the issue. 
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Are there any special features I can access from a journal’s homepage?  

1. You can also access a journal’s special features through a sidebar menu.  
Different journals may have different features.  However, examples of 
such features include a list of the most accessed articles and supporting 
information for articles that are too long to be published in their entirety. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. Special Issues may also be useful in your research.  Select Details for information about the issue 
and Contents to view the articles in the issue.  
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3. You’ll also find an author index grouped by volume.  Select a letter to browse through the 
index by author’s last name.  Then select the link to access an article’s abstract. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4. Other links take you to the cover catalog, the journal’s masthead, and information about the 
journal itself.  
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What is important about the American  
Chemical Society Publications database citation?  

1. Type of Article (Current – yellow; Legacy – blue) 
2. Link to Journal’s Table of Contents 
3. Title  
4. Author(s) 
5. Journal Name & Section Name 
6. Publication Date, Volume, Issue, & Page numbers  
7. Digital Object Identifier 
8. Link to Abstract 
9. Link to Full Text (Blue Legacy articles require 

 login – see librarian)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 


